of Shawnee Community College

As Chairperson of the Shawnee Community College Saints Foundation Board, | am committed to helping
the college and the communities it serves create greater opportunities for students, families, employers,
and Southern Illinois. To me, serving as Chairperson means bringing people together, listening to the
needs of our communities, and helping build partnerships that support the college’s mission. By
engaging alumni, local businesses, civic organizations, community leaders, and the college, we can
expand educational opportunities, strengthen workforce development, encourage economic growth,
and build a stronger future for our region.

| currently serve as Director of the Five County Regional Vocational System, which supports career and
technical education programs throughout Alexander, Johnson, Massac, Pulaski, and Union counties.

My family proudly represents four generations of Shawnee Community College Saints. My grandfather,
Bill Whitnel, was one of the college’s original deans, beginning his service in the 1960s and retiring in the
1980s. | continued that legacy as a third-generation SCC student, and my daughter, Kaity, represents our
family’s fourth generation of Saints.

| earned an Education Specialist degree from McKendree University and am continuing my studies
toward a Doctor of Education degree. My career in education has included serving as a special education
teacher for Egyptian School District and Massac Unit School District. | also worked with Regional Office of
Education #21 as an adult education and alternative education teacher before moving into an
administrative role. These experiences have allowed me to work directly with students, educators,
schools, and communities while developing a deeper understanding of the educational and workforce
needs of Southern lllinois.

My wife, Amber, and | reside in Metropolis with our daughter, Kaity; our son, Carter; and our dogs,
Pepper and Luna. | have served on the Metropolis City Council, remain involved in community and
regional organizations, and value integrity, civic responsibility, collaboration, and a willingness to take
action when called upon.

| invite alumni, businesses, civic organizations, and community members to become more involved with
Shawnee Community College and the Saints Foundation. Whether through sharing ideas, developing
partnerships, supporting scholarships, mentoring students, or investing in college initiatives, every
contribution can make a meaningful difference. Together, we can honor the college’s history, create new
opportunities for students, and strengthen Southern Illinois for generations to come.

In my free time, | enjoy watching documentaries, playing golf, lifting weights, participating in community
activities, and spending time with my family. My favorite movie is The Goonies.

Jeremy Folley

Chair, Saints Foundation of Shawnee Community College Board



